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GLOBAL IMPROVEMENTS 
THROUGH INSISTING ON 
SUSTAINABLE SUPPORT
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his was an important year for Little Paths as we 
distinguished ourselves and our mission as more 

reflective of our purpose.

We can no longer support children living without their 
families as we sincerely believe in, and have witnessed 
first-hand, the detriment to a child that leaves their 
family in search of an opportunity to succeed. 

Since 2008, we have supported an orphanage called 
The Kuleana Centre, run by an organisation called 
Care Takers of the Environment.  We have always 
been satisfied that the children felt safe in the care 
of staff and were provided with all of their basic 
necessities, including primary school education (and 
some, secondary school scholarships).  What became 
obvious was that children’s futures were in jeopardy, as 
the longer they spent living in orphanage facilities, the 
further separated they became from their families and 
communities.

Sadly, orphanage living is considered a resource for 
poor families and many support their children, leaving 
home in order to live in overcrowded and unsafe 
conditions, always lacking in the parental care and 
supervision needed for optimal child development.  
Kids can find education but the cost, unknown to 
them and mis-understood by their families, can 
result in significant disruption to healthy emotional, 
psychological and spiritual development.

Imagine being one of 50 boys living in an orphanage 
with a consistent staff of 3-4 adults and inconsistent, 
unpredictable care of transient volunteers. Imagine 
being the shy kid, or the kid who doesn’t feel confident 
to seek adult comfort or simply doesn’t know how to 
advocate for his/her needs. 

Little Paths was established to insist the kids, nor their 
families, ever need to consider orphanage living as an 
option and never have to consider employment for 
their kids, in order to survive.

We want families to stay together and we realise that to 
ensure this occurs, families need to feel able to support 
their own children. Little Paths recognises that many 
families can and want to provide for their children’s 
education.  

Attending primary school in Tanzania does not incur 
fees, and whilst some parents struggle to provide all 
that their children need to attend, generally, it is a 
manageable goal for most. What many families can 
NOT provide is secondary school fees and uniforms. 
These costs can increase by impossible amounts (ie, 
around $20 a year to up to $400-$500 per student).

Our first commitment as we start our Journey as Little 
Paths Australia, is to ensure that families can rest 
in renewed hope that their secondary students will 
have scholarships and their primary school students 
can have realistic goals to work towards, through the 
provision of educational scholarships.

Kate Bowyer 
Founder and Director of Little Paths Australia.

KATE’S MESSAGE

T
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WHO WE ARE

ittle Paths Australia is a not-for-profit, charitable 
organisation working to enable vulnerable chil-

dren in Mwanza, Tanzania, to become safe, educated and 
empowered future leaders, that are supported by their 
families and their communities.

Our service is developed with the philosophy that fami-
lies and local communities are children’s best support 
and that foreign aid is only useful as a supportive hand 
up and never a hand out.

We are registered in Tanzania as a not-for-profit commu-
nity    charity organisation and in Australia as an Austral-
ian Charity   Business 40 142 900 507.

We offer tax deductibility via our registration as a Rotary 
Australia World Community Service. RAWCS registration 
no. 68-2009-10.

We are proud to be staffed in Tanzania by Tanzanian staff,          
supported by village leaders and leaders from the local 
service community.

We are led by a team of voluntary Australian profession-
als in their fields, each contributing to the effective run-
ning of the program.

We pride ourselves on our community development 
initiatives that provide families with the tools required to 
support their    children’s success and are driven by the 
communities we support.

One of the families we support, standing together out-
side their home in  the outskirts of Mwanza. We have 

committed to supporting the educational journey of all 
siblings to optimise the impact on the community.

L
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Driven by the 
communities 
we support

Led by 
Australian 
volunteers

Non-religious
Non-political
Totally independent
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PUTTING IT INTO PRACTICE

art of our mission is to INSIST that no child feels as 
though they need to leave home to find the opportunity 

to succeed and that no parent feels that their child is better 
cared for by another.

We  recognise children’s strengths and resilience and are 
led by their determination to succeed; and the strengths 
of families and communities, and their critical role in 
empowering children.

We support those who are at significant risk of street living, 
child labour and disengagement from their community, 
family or education, due to the extreme impacts of poverty.  

We provide children with the opportunity of consistent and 
ongoing  educational support; and their family with the 
supports they need to effectively care for their children.

Our mission is to contribute to the UN sustainable 
development global goals and provide the opportunity for 
the young leaders of Mwanza, Tanzania to transform our 
world. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
TO EMPOWER CHILDREN SPECIFICALLY IN 
MWANZA, TANZANIA, WHO ARE AT SIGNIFICANT 
RISK OF STREET LIVING OR CHILD LABOUR, DUE TO  

P
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OUR VISION STATEMENT 
INSPIRED BY A TANZANIAN PROVERB ‘HABA NA 
HABA HUJAZA KIBABA’, “LITTLE BY LITTLE AND A 
LOT GETS DONE” WE AIM TO LAY PATHS FOR YOUNG 
PEOPLE TO ACHIEVE COMPLETE EDUCATION AND 
HOLISTIC CARE UNDER THE CARING SUPPORT OF 
THEIR FAMILY.  

PUTTING IT INTO PRACTICE

e’re guided by the communities of the children we 
support and develop our initiatives from within the 

most important support systems of our children.  It is our 
vision that all children in need of support, look to their 
families and not to service provision for the help they need.

W

EMPOWERING FAMILIES 
THROUGH EDUCATION
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EDUCATION
We believe education is the key to changing the world.

EQUALITY

FAMILY

INTEGRITY

YOUNG PEOPLE

GLOBAL RESPONSIBILITY

RESPECT

We believe every child deserves to be cared for by a safe family-like 

unit and that every family has a right to the resources needed to 

We believe young people are powerful. They are the most important 

contributors to the world’s future.

We believe boys and girls deserve equal access to education.

We believe we are all connected and that the success of our 

planet is a responsibility shared by us all.

We deliver on the promises made to families, children and our 

supporters.

We believe in the individuals we work with and look to them as the 

leaders of our program.
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n order to achieve the success they deserve,  
children need educational support free from 

threats of discontinuation (which is often the reality 
in many sponsor-supported programs in vulnerable 
communities).  Families should feel safe in the belief 
that their children can strive to be contributing citizens 
in the communities in which they live.  

We are committed to seeing children and families 
through their Little Paths journey:  from the 
establishment of stronger and safer families, through 
supported education for ALL children engaged 
in the program, to the successful completion of 
tertiary education and ongoing support in securing 
employment.  

We are committed to providing this holistic care 
through community engagement and networking, 
family partnerships and student supports.  We pride 
ourselves in using foreign aid to create a MAXIMUM 
impact, whilst ensuring its MINIMAL interference as we 
believe that community and family are the key holders 
to their success and the success of their children.  

I

MAXIMUM IMPACT 
MINIMUM INTERFERENCE
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“I have had personal experience as one of Little Paths scholarship students and can say first hand that Little 
Paths has lightened my dreams, my way for success.  Before Little Paths I was so frightened of my future but 
since I was linked to Little Paths, it has supported me to the stage I never expected to reach and I know this is the 
same for all other students who are supported by Little Paths in Mwanza.

Little Paths have provided scholarships to secondary students in Mwanza for years now. This organisation has 
been so helpful to students as it is for the families who cannot afford to give their children what they need for 
school. Students from poor families in Mwanza were dropping out from school because they could not access all 
they need for them to stay in school. This meant that children with real potential were using their skills in situa-
tions dangerous for children, like begging or labour.

Since Little Paths began helping students from extremely poor families who had given up, it has given them 
dreams, education and new skills which can help them and their families.

Little Paths have been so helpful in Mwanza. We all wish for Little Paths to continue helping students in need 
and we wish for them to help many children who will come after us!!

Joshua Rafael,

Little Paths team, Tanzania.

JOSHUA RAFAEL

“BEFORE LITTLE PATHS 
I WAS SO FRIGHTENED 
OF MY FUTURE...”
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COMMITTEE
EMMA BOARD
BRONWEN DEPIAZZA
JOHN ROBERTSON
SARAH WENTWORTH-PERRY
STACEY MCDONALD
SAMANTHA JOHNSON
RACHEL PLUMRIDGE
EBONY SCHONEFELD

MWANZA
PETER ONYANGO
KATIE KITWE-MAGAMBO

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PETER DOUGLAS
BIANCA BOARD
KATE BOWYER
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WE WISH TO SAY THANK YOU!
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A MESSAGE TO OUR SPONSORS

uring this financial 
year we have had won-

derful supports from trusted 
sponsors and individuals in 
the community, some who 
are individuals wishing to 
remain discreet.  You know 
who you are and we thank 
you from the bottom of our 
hearts.  

We are a small organisation, run by volunteers and completely funded by the kind donations of our community. 
Our focus is quality over quantity and we want every possible cent spent on the children and families we work 
with.  This means that sometimes our priority is firmly placed in the development of children and families in 
Tanzania, over marketing. And still you support us and inspire us with your giving. We know that you’re giving 
is motivated by a genuine drive to change the world for those who need some help and we are SO grateful to 
have you on board, and quite simply could not do it without you.

D “Being a part of Kate’s work in Tanzania and watching 
her develop what is now Little Paths has been a won-
derful experience.  I have learnt about ways in which 
my contributions really count and feel proud that my 
giving is actually creating change and supporting kids 
to meet their own potential.  I am grateful for all that 
Little Paths has contributed to mine and my children’s 
lives and I rest easy that my giving is making the dif-
ference it is intended to.  I have always appreciated 
regular email contact and updates from Kate and the 
team and am looking forward to watching the kids 
grow in their success.”

-Mrs. R.Curnow

Blue Ribbon Financial Services

Capital Entertainment

Epica Jewellers

ICG Flemming

Independent Distillers 

Jam Media 

Jupiter Motors

Kendals Tree Service

Kidson cycles 

Mass Nutrition 

Morgan street cycles

Peter brown & associates 

Plaster Masta 

Rivercom 

Rotary of Wagga

Sacred Heart Kooringal Primary school

Snap Printing

Thomas Bros

Viewco Glass

Wagga Apex Group

Web123 - As always a special highlight and thank you 
to our supporting website agency who have donated 
their time and expertise to our cause.  

SUPPORTERS WHO HAVE GIVEN US PERMISSION TO HIGHLIGHT 
THEIR CONTRIBUTION ARE LISTED HERE .

THANK YOU ALL!
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• 9 students’ school and exam fees       

• 18 Uniforms

• 9 bags  

• 9 pairs of shoes      

• 36 pairs socks   

• 36 textbooks     

• 9 desks and chairs 

• 

$4,296 Little Paths invested in the development of 

2011-2012 IMPACT
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Student N
After a troubled upbringing with an alcoholic Father, 
Student N ran away from his small village home as a 
young boy to become a street kid in the city. He was 
eventually picked up by a local centre for children 
who schooled and cared for him until he became of 
high school age. The higher price of tertiary education 
meant that he was once again in need. Fortunately for 
Student N, one of his primary school teachers took him 
in to her home. With Little Paths now paying for his 
school fees and tuition, as well as a bike to get him to 
school, he is now hopeful about the future.   
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... Create MAXIMUM impact with MINIMAL interfer-
ence by acknowledging the strengths of the commu-
nity we work with and strictly ensuring empowering 
interventions. 

...Identify children who are silently suffering in a 
developing environment and provide them with op-
portunities through education. 

...Strengthen families by providing them with tools to 
support their children. 

...Commit to the development of sustainable projects 
that allow young people independence 

... Connect global citizens and work towards eliminat-
ing poverty and its impacts. 

...Provide a service that is transparent and interac-
tive and connect sponsors and contributors with the 
individuals that they support. 

...Provide tax deductions on all gifts received (via re-
quest) within Australia via Rotary Australia Overseas 
Aid Fund. 

...Work reflectively and build relationships with 
our consumers and supporters, focusing on their 
strengths and their abilities. 

OUR WORK AIMS TO...
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$4,2



GET IN TOUCH
PO Box 691
Miami QLD, 4220

0402 033326
0421 378 393

info@littlepaths.org.au
littlepaths.org.au
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